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Steve Sofronas:
Rachel Lim, thank you so much for joining us on Highest Aspirations.

Rachel Lim:
Thanks for having me. It's great to be here.

Steve Sofronas:
Yeah. Absolutely. I mentioned before we got started, I've chatted with your former professor, Dr.
Joanna Dreby, and we've chatted with a couple students. You're the last one, so I'm excited to
wrap this up and put this series out into the world. Your perspective is really, really important
here as well as your colleagues and your classmates that have been a part of this. I know that
growing up, when we last talked, you talked about how some of the identity issues you
confronted growing up may have affected you in certain ways. I'm curious to know a little bit
about how that played out in school, particularly when it came to learning both academic content
and language. I know that for a lot of first and second generation immigrant students, this can
be a tricky course. I'd love to hear a little bit about your experience there.

Rachel Lim:
I'm a first generation Asian American. How do I put it? I grew up in a community, primarily, made
of other Asian Americans. That was mostly the population in school, but I think in kindergarten, I
was put into ESL. I was in there for two days and then I never went back, but the weird part is,
in high school, I was put in another ESL English class. I think it's because I was putting ESL way
back then, which is weird because that's such a big time gap from kindergarten to like my
sophomore year of high school.

Steve Sofronas:
Sure.

Rachel Lim:
That's actually a really long time. In that class, there was just a lot of things that I noticed that
you wouldn't do in a normal English class. I feel like I ended up using that class and just like a
class of like nap. Because there was just little things we would do, like if we were reading a
book in class, we would actually just basically read the entire book in class and take turns like
reading the book in class, which I thought was a lot. Because most of the time, teachers would
be like, "Here pick up a poem and read this chapter, come back the next day and we'll talk about
it." A lot of time, actually, reading the booking class and then when it came to writing material, I
feel like the expectations for me were lower than what you would do in your normal English
class.

Steve Sofronas:



Yeah. That's interesting. I want to add a little texture to that because you just mentioned
something that's really interesting. You started ESL in kindergarten. You didn't see another ESL
class, it sounds like, until you got to high school and then you got into this class and you have
mentioned that you weren't given what teachers always call, Access to Rigorous Content, right?

Rachel Lim:
Mm-hmm (affirmative).

Steve Sofronas:
Content that was going to help you learn. It sounds like it was, for lack of a better term, a little
watered down, right? That wasn't the best academic experience for you. I guess I have two
followup questions with that. One is, looking back, how do you think that happened? You going
into that class, right, and not being able to have somebody advocate for you to say, Rachel is
capable of doing better or not better work, but more rigorous work, let's say. My first question is,
how do you think that happened? Then my second question is, how did affect you and your
learning moving forward? Because I think this is something that a lot of students face, the
people who are categorized at some point as English learners.

Rachel Lim:
Mm-hmm (affirmative). I'm sorry. Basically, I went to school with over 4,000 students. At a
certain point, I understood the guidance counselors were just trying to stick any student to any
class. Does that make sense? They were just trying to fill up students schedule, fill up classes to
the maximum, 34 students per class. That's understandable, but again, my sophomore year, I
was put in ESL English class and then my junior year, I was put in back into a regular English
class. It was just like, I spent my sophomore year just, basically, for lack of better term, it's
chilling.

Steve Sofronas:
Yeah.

Rachel Lim:
I'm not really paying much attention at class because I'm like, "Okay, we're reading this book in
class page for page, word for word." I don't feel like I have to do as much and then junior year
came around. That transition, actually, I'm like, "Oh, this is just a regular English class." Like,
"Okay." Now, I got to actually do stuff. It's like, "Okay." I don't see what the difference was
because my grades were the same and were trying to test my capability type of thing. Then no
one really know that the teachers... The teachers didn't really allocate for me in that sense.
Saying like, "Okay, she's clearly fluent. She is capable of doing better work." They never tried to
transfer me out of the class. They never tried to put me in a different English class. They just
kept me where I was.

Steve Sofronas:
Yeah. Yeah. It sounds like two things happening and this was my hypothesis when I asked you
the question. One is, you have a school that's very big. You have teachers and guidance



counselors who are probably overloaded and overworked, and this is pre pandemic. Now, it's
even more difficult. You don't have the advocacy that you need. You're probably, and I don't
want to put words in your mouth, but I would assume that you're probably, at that time, not really
mature enough, understandably, to say and stand up and be like, "Hey, I need to do more work."
Most students that are adolescents that age are going to take that opportunity to just relax and
have a chance to not worry about it. Of course, that all changed when you got to college, but I
think that's something that's probably pretty typical in many places if you don't have somebody
to advocate for or you. It's a really good lesson to share, I think, with anybody listening, just
thinking about these students who are more than capable of doing the work but are caught
situations where they're not and they have access to that rigorous coursework.

Rachel Lim:
Yeah. It was just one of those things where it's like there's 4,000 students in the class and they
were just trying to fill as many classes as possible, but then, I think, for the most part, students
who do get fall through and end up in these classes, I feel like they lack, I guess, the opportunity
for more of those course and opportunity to, I guess, move up into AP classes. Because usually,
in ESL classes, you don't get considered for AP courses, like AP English courses.

Steve Sofronas:
Yeah. Luckily, I think in some places, certainly not in all, but in some places that is changing.
There's a big, I think, push to make sure that students who are learning language, just because
you're learning a language and in your case, you weren't. That makes it even more. You were
already there, but a lot of students who are English learners are now, hopefully in many cases,
being given access to those courses that are a little bit more rigorous that will allow them to
make it to where they want to go. I know that you and I talked about maybe about a month ago
for about a half an hour, and during that conversation, we talked a little bit, also, about your
family dynamics, which is really important for all students.

Steve Sofronas:
When we talk about education now, we don't just talk about what's going on in school. We're
trying to think about family engagement and how that plays out. Certainly, you were doing an
incredible amount at home and you were given, I think, a lot of responsibilities that many
students really don't have to face. I'd like to hear a little bit more about that because I'm sure
that had an impact on your academic life. As the oldest child growing up with immigrant parents,
what were some of the challenges that you had to overcome and how do you think that they
affected you?

Rachel Lim:
My parents, I guess within the school system, they didn't really understand the school system
here. They didn't understand how it worked. They didn't really understand... I went to New York
City school and when you go to middle school and high school, it's like a lottery program where
it's like basically applying for college and hoping you got to answer back and they're like, "Okay,
this is a school that you're going to go to." They didn't really have an understanding of that



because they lived in a smaller town and they just hop from school to school to school, and
didn't really have to think about, "Okay, where I'm going to go next."

Rachel Lim:
I think that was one of the things that like, okay, how do I apply for schools? How do I make sure
that I'm getting the grades that I need taking the test? I need to be on the same plainfield as
everyone else. I'm getting the same grades as everyone else, and what it was considered a
good grade and what is considered for a bad grade, but even through them, my parents made
sure I was on every field trip. I had a opportunity that was provided. There was never really a
reason to feel like I was left out, but when it comes to my brother and sister, they're currently in
high school. They're both younger than me by four and six years. My brother, right now, he is
applying to college.

Rachel Lim:
I guess since my parents think, okay, I went through the process of applying to college and I did
all that, that I should be able to help my brother out and apply to college, basically, for him, I
think applying to college is actually a big learning process and it's a big character development
that helps you to learn like, okay, this is what applying to college is like, what college might
actually be like. Because when you apply to college, especially in a New York City school,
there's no one holding your hand along the way.

Steve Sofronas:
Right.

Rachel Lim:
I feel like that's what college is. No one's going to hold your hand along the way to help you
apply for college. For classes in college, no one's going to hold your hand through the courses.
You have to actually figure stuff out on your own. Make sure you attend class. No one's going to
be on you about attending class. You have to do it on your own. I pushed my brother to do it on
his own to learn, to do it on his own. I would do the same thing for my sister to push for them to
do it on their own. If they ever had any questions, I said, "You can always come to me," but for
my parents, they see it as like, I should help them out to basically lift the burden on them and
make it easier for them.

Steve Sofronas:
Yeah.

Rachel Lim:
But-

Steve Sofronas:
You're being very humble about this whole thing. I agree with you that it is an incredible learning
experience. Our oldest, right now, is a junior. We're about to go through that process, but my
impression talking to you is that the process that you... Correct me if I'm wrong, but you are



really very much on your own with every aspect of applying to college, which is not really the
ideal state. Again, I totally agree with you about character development. I think it's really
important. I think you hit the nail on the head. When you go to college, nobody's going to hold
your hand. You're going to need to do those things on your own. It's something that I tried to
push as a teacher and I'm certainly trying to push as a parent, but there's a line, right, where you
have to deal with financial aid and all of these things that, really, in a perfect world, you have
support?

Steve Sofronas:
Did your teachers and others know that you were going through this, basically, alone? Was
there any support or was this something that you just completely had to do on your own? For
that reason, you were able to help your siblings when it's appropriate.

Rachel Lim:
I felt like I did this process on my own. I applied later and then everyone else. I applied a week
before the deadline, because I just needed... I didn't know what I was doing. I didn't know about
early action, early decision. I didn't know the difference between them. I didn't know what
schools I should be applying for. All I knew was that the school was able to cover some of the
applications if I needed them to, but that was a whole different application process.

Steve Sofronas:
Right.

Rachel Lim:
I applied a week before. I didn't know what supplements were. I knew I needed a personal
statement and a resume. I had those done a month in advance, but it took me a whole week to
figure out how to actually apply for each university or school that I wanted to go to and write the
supplements for every school.

Steve Sofronas:
Yeah. It's not sure, but it sounds like you're an expert on it now because you've had to go
through it all, right? A lot of it was like, "Uh-oh, I have to get this done in a week and I better do it
now." What was missing along the way, either at school... probably at school? What was
missing along the way for you that had you slip through the cracks, basically, and wore in this
process on your own? I guess I could reframe the question and say, what is it that you would've
liked to have had from your teachers and your counselors in the school in order to support you
through this process? It worked out well. You're doing great now, but I'm just curious about that.

Rachel Lim:
I think just the access to information, because I found out, literally, a month ago that I didn't have
to apply through common app for all my SUNYs. I could apply through SUNY portal. I found this
out a month ago.

Steve Sofronas:



Yeah.

Rachel Lim:
It was like, common app, you have to pay individually. Because I think SUNY portal, they pay for
a certain... it's one price for a certain amount of schools. One price for I think a couple schools. I
didn't know that. I was like, "Okay." I wasted a lot of money applying individually.

Steve Sofronas:
Yeah. I think we could spend a lot of time talking about this. I want to talk about some other
things. I'll move on in a second, but this is a great example of how you talked about access to
information, right? We need to make sure that we're providing students and their families and
their whole support systems with the information that they need to be able to make good
decisions. Because we're talking to you as someone who, again, is successful and you
successfully navigated this system yourself. It sounds like it worked out for you, but I just
wonder for how many it didn't. Either they weren't as tenacious as you were. They didn't have
motivation. They didn't hear about something along the way that helped them. I think that's the
big thing that concerns me in a lot of other people that are in education.

Rachel Lim:
A lot of my friends, I guess. Okay, a lot of my friends are a lot of people that I knew and
acquainted to throughout high school, my senior year of high school especially, they chose not
to apply for college. That's their own personal choice, but I feel like if they had more access to
information, more access to what these schools could offer them, the benefits, they probably
would have went to college.

Steve Sofronas:
Right.

Rachel Lim:
If they had someone guiding them along the way of helping them to apply, they probably would
have more than likely apply for college. Because if they didn't go... because I guess they didn't
see any value in it. There was no one, actually, helping us with the application process at all.

Steve Sofronas:
Yeah. Again, you need to be an information seeker. You need to be tenacious. You need to be
fierce about doing it on your own, which you and many other students are, but for every one of
you, there are 10 that just aren't there yet. That's not anything against them. When somebody is
16, 17, 18 years old, it can be difficult to know exactly what you want to do and to be able to
access all the information. I can imagine having to navigate all that on my own. Coupled with the
fact, and this is where I want to go from here, I know there were lot of other things and probably
still are that were going on in your life when you were doing that personally and at home, and so
that's the case for a lot of students that are in your position.

Steve Sofronas:



If you're comfortable talking about it, I would like to ask you how your parents' immigration
status affected you. I know that you've had to do a fair amount of you've had to help with that.
That's something that I know from talking to lots of other students and teachers who work with
these students, it can cause a lot of anxiety. We think and we talk a lot about as educators,
social, emotional learning, right? Making sure that students are in a place where they can learn,
a place where they can apply for college. Well, I assume if you're trying to do a lot of really
important things for your parents and help them with their immigration status, that's going to
affect you, right, emotionally and socially and academically? Talk a little bit about that and how
that's affected you up until now.

Rachel Lim:
During my junior year, it was when the 2020... Was it in 2020? There was a reelection. No, there
was an election. I think it was 2016, 2017?

Steve Sofronas:
Yeah. I think, 2016. Yeah.

Rachel Lim:
Okay. Okay. Yeah.

Steve Sofronas:
It's hard to keep track post or whatever... wherever we are in the pandemic world. No worries at
all.

Rachel Lim:
That year was election year and the word deportation was getting thrown around a lot and
especially over media. There was a lot of, I guess, people showing deportation cases and that
word was getting thrown out there a lot. I knew my parents weren't citizens. They didn't have
green cards. Basically, when they came here, they were on a travel visa. They overstayed their
visa, basically. I don't know much about it in between, but that word, deportation, was getting
thrown around a lot that year. I was like, "Okay, so what's going to happen to my parents?
What's going to happen to me?"

Rachel Lim:
Well, I'm still in high school and then my freshman year of college, my mom tells me, I need to
write a letter about why she shouldn't get supported. I just came up to Albany. It was my first
month into school. It wasn't easy writing that letter. Because now, I had to actually sit and think
about like, "Okay, what's going to happen and my parents get deported?" I was only 18. My
sister was still in middle school. My brother was just starting high school. What's going to
happen to us? Does that mean this is the end of my college career until I can figure stuff out
with my parents or like what's going on?

Rachel Lim:



There was also this responsibility, my parents wanted to apply for the green card, but they
needed a sponsor. Since I'm a U.S. citizen, I could have sponsored them until I was 21. There
was just this long wait, long waiting game of me turning 21. Yeah, and my parents had
paperwork prepared and everything ready. For the day that I turn 21, they could submit the
paperwork, but other than that, it's been a long waiting game of what's going to happen next.

Steve Sofronas:
Sure. Anybody who's been through anything difficult or is waiting for something, knows that that
waiting part where nothing is happening can really cause the most stress and the most anxiety.
It's almost a relief when you get to the point and you can just move on. That must have been a
huge burden for you to carry, trying to do everything that you wanted to do both in high school,
thinking about deportation and what that meant for your parents. Then later in college, knowing
that you're going to be a sponsor and you got to write a letter and you have to do all of that stuff,
that is a lot for anybody of that age.

Rachel Lim:
I feel like, I guess, for my friends, they didn't... because their parents are here. Like, are
residential. They got their green cards. They're all signed or whatever. This was never really a
thought for them, but as for me and a lot of other immigrants, this first generation immigrants
and immigrant students, this is something that they think about regularly. Something that they
have to deal with regularly. Because a lot of the people in the school, especially in New York
City, there were a lot of immigrant students especially from Asia and the community I was in.
This is something that they had to think about regularly.

Rachel Lim:
Having that word thrown around and I feel like no one really talked about it in schools. Because
everyone is like, "Oh, we don't want to talk about this at school and whatnot," but having that
word thrown around, especially around that age, it's like you're at that age where it's like, "Okay,
I'm old enough to do something, but I'm also not old enough to do something." You're in that
weird, awkward middle and you're like, "Okay, I have a voice. I could say something. I am old
enough." I guess to legal reasons to adults, we can't do anything.

Steve Sofronas:
Right.

Rachel Lim:
You have to sit back and stay quiet and just watch everything play out.

Steve Sofronas:
Yeah. When I talk to people about the interviews that I've set up with you and like I said, we
talked to a couple of your classmates and colleagues and obviously, Dr. Joanna Dreby, who
we'll talk about in a second, one of the things that I say is that we've done at elevation on the
podcast, maybe 200 episodes, right? We've put a lot of blog posts out and a lot of videos. We've
highlighted some really inspirational stories about students who have immigrated to the United



States as children. Some of them cross the border unaccompanied. Really, really difficult things,
right? Those stories need to be told, but these stories also need to be told. I feel like sometimes
they're overshadowed, right? Not to say that one is more valuable than the other or one is more
important than the other, but the story that you're telling, it personalizes the idea, this vague idea
of what social, emotional learning is, right?

Steve Sofronas:
What does a student really need to be able to learn? What does a student like Rachel need
when she walks into a class as a sophomore and says, "I don't belong here. I belong in another
class. I'm better than this. I can do better. I can access rigorous work." Well, you need support.
You need somebody in your corner who understands what's going on both in school,
academically and ideally, just in your life, right? Clearly, it's a missing piece in a lot of cases and
you're not the only one. That leads me to the work that you were doing with Professor Joanna
Dreby who is wonderful and we chat with her. That podcast is up and available for everybody.
You worked closely with her at UAlbany. Correct me if I'm wrong, but I think that that coincided
with the time where you had to start writing that letter, right, for your mom? Is that right? Is that
how you guys connect? Tell me about how you connected and what transpired there.

Rachel Lim:
I was in Joanna's class when we were all moving online, but I think that's spring of 2020 when-

Steve Sofronas:
You got that date right.

Rachel Lim:
I was in our class that semester and we were all moving online. I have worked with her ever
since. Since that transition online, I've been on this project with her ever since. This project, I
didn't know what I was going to do when I stepped into this project. I didn't know how much
stories I would be reading, how much of like... coming like other people's stories or immigration,
how much I would actually relate to all of these stories. I actually wasn't very sure what I was
getting into, but once I was in, I was in. I was in it for about two years. Two years, yeah. A long
time. I was in it for about two years or as long as they would allow me to be in it. As like many
times as they would let me.

Rachel Lim:
Actually, I think the work that she's doing is incredible because she's allowing, I guess, the
younger generation to have a voice. The younger generation to have a voice and this big thing
of immigration. With their stories and the impact, I feel like a lot of it does get overlooked. A lot
of our stories get passed over because we're not adults. They don't see us like how immigration
does impact us, how there is long-term effects, how we do have worries that we think about
constantly. It's not just an adult thing.

Steve Sofronas:



Right. Yeah, it sounds like it's been a really powerful experience for you as it has with others as
well. The amazing thing is that it directly relates with your own life experience. It's always that
way too, that you don't know what you're getting into until you get into it and you're like, "I can
relate to all of this." I've seen that talking to other people involved as well and all said the same
thing.

Rachel Lim:
Yeah. I think it's working with everyone, hearing everyone's stories and reading about other
people's stories. I think this was one of those classes I looked forward to the most. Out of all my
15 credits, just one of the classes that I would actually look forward to the most. I actually would
put time out just for this class because it was one of my... it was just fun. Be able to sit and talk
and just feel like, "Okay, I'm not being judged here," but we're also doing work that's important.

Steve Sofronas:
Yeah.

Rachel Lim:
We're actually making an impact. We're finding things that could possibly help future immigrants
or like future first generation Americans and this could be beneficial for them in the future so
they feel like they're not alone. We can find ways to help them. Not only, I guess, academically
but more mental and emotional. They feel like they're being hurt and their feeling of being lost
and not having a real identity here. It's helping immigrants establish your dreams and helping
them able to achieve them.

Steve Sofronas:
Yeah, for sure. I have no doubt that it will be impactful. Just this conversation on its own,
whoever listens to this, I don't know how you listen to something like this and are not impacted
in some way. It's just important that we amplify these stories that we tell them, because as you
said, I think oftentimes, they're overlooked. Sometimes not intentionally overlooked, but we
need to take the time to not only tell the story with data, right, but also to personalize it and tell
stories?

Rachel Lim:
Mm-hmm (affirmative).

Steve Sofronas:
That's how we need to tell. I think we need to tell them. This might be the most important
question of all. I think we've been leading up to it a little bit. You've talked about some of the
problems and challenges you experienced at school. You talked about how you were in a class
of 4,000 and you felt like you were just a cog in a machine, part of a system that was working on
its own. There is no doubt that teachers are overworked and overburdened and need more
support and need a lot of more professional development and professional learning, something
that we're working on, but from your perspective, looking back, what advice would you give and
I'm not talking about systemic advice, right? That's difficult to change, but what advice would



you give to some of the teachers that you remember? What could they do to better support you
socially and emotionally so that you could be in a better place to learn so that you could be in a
better place to have support moving on and going to college so that you could feel happy in
school

Rachel Lim:
Advocate for us. I understand you're seeing a lot of kids in a day. They're probably seeing about
60 to 80 kids every day in the classroom and then all might just seem like faces too when
they're all the same. They might look all dead and they don't want to be there. A lot of us don't,
but it's advocate for us. Get to know us individually as people and not just what our grades
defining us, because we are more than our grades. We all do have stories. We do all have lives
still.

Rachel Lim:
I think, what I remember from that class, that English class the most was my teacher at that
time, I don't remember her name, but she really just didn't want to be there, but you could
complain and then you see that she did not want to be there. She was there for a paycheck and
that was that. She just really didn't care enough to get to know everyone of her students. Maybe
it was because it was an ESL class and she didn't feel like she could connect with the students,
but it just seemed like you didn't want to be there and you weren't getting to know your students
at all. You can't advocate for someone you don't know.

Steve Sofronas:
It sounds to me, and push back if I'm wrong, that in order to advocate, you need to establish
relationships with students, right? You need to know who your students are. It sounds like this
teacher, for whatever reason, I don't know who it was, so I'm not going to cast any judgment.
You were there and I do appreciate your transparency and your honesty, but it sounds like this
teacher just, for whatever reason, was not able to or decided not to do that and that, clearly, had
an impact on you. Develop relationships, understand who teachers are and then you said,
"Advocate." I'm going to push you a little bit.

Rachel Lim:
Okay.

Steve Sofronas:
What is that? That's a big word. It's very general word. Give me one to three ways, aside from
establishing a relationship, that a teacher can advocate for you.

Rachel Lim:
Okay. I work at a daycare and I work with infants. Infants can't talk. Infants can't tell you what
they need, what they want or whatever. I spent a lot of time. A lot of kids that I had, they were
overstaying in that classroom. Basically, they were in that classroom for too long and I knew that
they were in that classroom for too long. They weren't developing, they weren't growing in the
pace that they needed to be. A lot of times, it just meant telling the director like, "Hey, I need



these kids out of my class. They need to be elsewhere. They need be not with me. They need to
be pushed." Because being around other kids who are growing and developing will help them
grow and develop such a skill, so they're not crawling anymore. They're walking now. It's like
little things like that. That doesn't seem like a big deal, but it's like that push is what they need in
order to get them to grow.

Rachel Lim:
Revert it back to, I guess, high school or middle school level, it's like if you see a student, she
seems bored out of her mind because she's tired of reading this page to page to page, you push
for her to be put in a different class. Push for her to be put in different class so she can grow.
Tell her about the other classes that are there, like AP classes. Help her apply for AP classes.
That type of thing.

Steve Sofronas:
That's an incredible comparison. I'm sure you're very, very good at that job based on how you
just described that. You just made such a great comparison to what's going on with... You said
these students can't talk. Well, many English learners who may be new to the country and are in
ninth, 10th, 11th, 12th grade can't communicate either, but you have to find a way to understand
what the signals are that show that this student is not engaged and needs to be pushed.
Rachel, when she's lying down on her desk and taking a nap in English class, that's an
indication that she can be pushed harder, right? That she can be motivated and that she can
learn. I would encourage everybody to go back and listen to what you just said. That
comparison is amazing. Much of it is about being human, right, and understanding, developing a
relationship and understanding what people need. You don't need to have in-depth
conversations over and over again, to be able to do that.

Rachel Lim:
Yeah, especially if you're seeing these kids for like nine months, nine, 10 months out of the year.
You're seeing these kids day in, day out. You understand a student's habits. They all have their
own little quirks and little habits that they do in class, little things that you notice. When
something is off, I feel like you don't pick up on it. Are you really paying attention to who's in
your class? Are you just seeing them as faces and grades? A possibility to move up in the
department or are you just trying to... are you really trying to help these students out?

Steve Sofronas:
Right. Yeah, incredibly powerful stuff, Rachel. Thanks so much. I have one more question for
you and then I'm going to let you go. This is a question that we ask everybody, so I'm going to
ask you as well that comes on. Is there a book or a film or any resource whatsoever that's had
an important influence on you either academically or personally that you'd like to share with
people who are listening?

Rachel Lim:



I think a book. That would be Tuesdays with Morrie. That was one of my favorite books. I love
that book. Something about that book, something about the way the story is told and just hits all
the right feeling spots.

Steve Sofronas:
Yeah. It sounded like you had another one, but if that's it, that's fine. Do you have another one?

Rachel Lim:
No.

Steve Sofronas:
Okay. Cool. Tuesdays with Morrie. Nobody has mentioned it on the podcast, but I know it and it
is an unbelievable book. I think you described it the right way. It hits all the right feeling spots for
sure. Yeah, it's very well written. Well, with that, Rachel, I just want to thank you so much for
joining us and telling your story. You and your classmates who have been involved in this project
with Dr. Joanna Dreby have been really transparent with us and I would say, even pretty brave
to tell the stories that you've told. You talked about how teachers should advocate for their
students. I think what you're doing right now is advocating for not only yourself and for your
peers, but also, as you mentioned, the students who are now coming up and are going to face
some of the same challenges that you faced.

Steve Sofronas:
I think, you should be really proud of doing that work and be proud of all the accomplishments
that you have made, really, without the support that, frankly, you deserved to be able to do it.
Thank you so much.

Rachel Lim:
Thank you for having me. This has been really... This seems like an organization to support.


